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WORKING LANDS FOR WILDLIFE

I NORTHEAST TURTLES:
STATE CONSERVATION AREA NETWORKS AND PLANS HELP GUIDE ON -
THE-GROUND CHANGE ON PRIVATE LANDS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE
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Initiative provides options and incentives to willing landowners for

Improvements to habitats and BMPs

A Easements, restoration, and habitat management (e.g., nesting creation/enhancement)
A Buffers, filter strips, brush management
A Early successional habitat development
A Seasonal timing of land management

Blanding's turtie

Spotted turtia
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Natural Resources

Conservation Service

Get Started with NR
nres.usda.gov/getstarted

USDA is 3n equal epportunity provider,
amployer, and lander.
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Technical Assistance
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Financial Assistance

Financial assistance helps landowners pey for the adeption

of conservation acticns that improve the health of

ecosystnms on which turties and other species dapend.
Easement Programs

Easemont programs offer landownars an opportunity for long-
torm protection of farmns, forests, and wetlands and provide
tocls needed to restore and enhance them. Easerents are an
important tool to protect the key aress for turtle conservation.

Working Lands for Wildlife

While NRCS works with landowners to implement turtle-

friendly practices. nnorvmdc the agency -svakmg to
efforts in the th with a seven-

state Working Lands for Wildlife MILFW)prqon.WLst-

collsborative approach to conserve habitat on working lands.

m;w providos tachnical and financial assstance through

s | Quality

Prog
Cnn-rvlnon Easement Progr-m and Hoakhy Forasts Reserve
Program, all canservation programs of the Farm B, the
fargest funding source for conservation cn private lands.

Turtles and Friends

Habitats restored for these turties benefit many cther
species, including the blus-spottd salamander, New
England cottontail, American bittern, wood duck, American
woodcod, bobeat, brock trout, and a variety of songbirds.

Partnerships Matter

NRCS colisborates with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servico

(FWS), state fish and wildlifo agencies, and ncn-govemment.
zations. G and izations levor:

resources and technical staff to help ecucate landowners and
recroationists about the need to protect at-risk turtles.

Get Started
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NRCS, ple: focal Uf A0 NRCS

mwnmnywmmnymlhbymm
mwnmplmqmunmdwymhnd.mm you can apply
for financial through Farm &4 jon programe.

More information is also available at
nres.usda.gov/wildlife
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NRCS helps landowners intain
the productivity of their farms

and forests while conserving
important natural resources. Those
resources include turtle habitat.

Lat NRCS develop a comprehensive, rescurce
consarvation plan that meets the goals of your
operation and meets conservation

for atrisk wrtes.

Northeast Turtles

Waetlands and riparian areas are home to a variety

d widl:h ncludmg the rare Blanding’s turtle
woed turtle (Gl

insculpta), and spotted turtle (Clemmys gutl-h)

ce A
To help reverse the decline of these turtles, NRCS

s working with private landowners to improve the
mmlo‘&mmmwmwyhnd

and habitat mlmg-monl
Land: in Massachs Maine, New
Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont aro
helping the Blanding’s, woad, and spotted turtles by
raking turtle-friendly improvements on weorking lands.
Highlights of these efforts inchude restoring natural
wetlands, ombﬁd'ung treos and shrubs sleng streams,
controling invasive plants, and managing “
turtle-nesting habitats.
With the help of NRCS and cther partners, landowners
aro making wildlife improvements to working lands and
ing lands with i

Al three of thess turtles are under
for listing under the Endangered

pncvon.

Act. A number of factors have ibuted to
these turtles’ population struggles, including
the loss,

ing wetlands,
c\dwmcamden and

P gnmngmd
forestry

w'llmd habitat as well as Hlegal colk

Conservation Practice

Modification or removal of

Conservation Choices

NRCS offers more than two dozen conservation practices.
that can benefit Northeast twrtles by providing ideal wetland
and upland habitat. Here are a fow examples:

How Does It Help
Northeast Turtles?

Increased connectivity of
barriers to aquatic species aquatic and riparian habitats

ko dams or culverts. to allow turtles to safely move
through and between habitat.

il woody plants including those | control of non-native

Management or removal of Improve habitat through

that are invasive and noxicus. invasive woody plants
and keep nesting sitos
in open condition.

Maintains or restores “open” Improves food and cover
habitats, such as young habitat and provides nesting
forest, shrublands, old fields, | and basking arees.
hayfiolds, and grassiands.

A strip or ares of herbacecus Increases habitat
vegetation that removes sustainability for turties by
contarminants from overdand providing improved wator
flow. Typically next to quality, cover, and zhelter.
agricutural fiekds or livestock. | Decreases ercsion.

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE LANDS FOR NORTHEAST TURTLES

What Is 17

How Does It Help

species (in this case, turties!).

Northeast Turties?

Ahabitat improvement Mizsing habitat components
plan writton by professional | like food, cover, or nesting
biclogists to address aross can be addressed
habitat needs and through conservation
landowner objectives. practices in a plan.
An area of prodominantly Improves aquatic
trees and shrubs located and riparian habitat,
adjacent to an upgradi I 2D vi
from watercourses and water quality.
or water bodies.
Restores wetland Restored wetlands provide
hydrology and native critical habitat for turties
vegetation providing key 22 well a5 many other fich
habitats for turties. and wildlife spocies.

§ Identfies and addresses Kay habitat slements such L
missing habitat elements 25 turtle nesting sites can !
for target wetland widlifo be restored or coated.




Using guidelines and focal areas develope
through regional efforts are essential for
greatest conservation benefit
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and Associated Riparian Species of Greatest Conservation Need
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Workshops and on
site trainings for
NRCS
conservationists and
other staff

Region by region,
targeting specific
areas of interest

Keeping turtles in the
conversation on
private land within
focal areas

Working with NRCS
state biologist to
develop materials for
landowners and staff




