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GRANT OBJECTIVE: To maintain and enhance 
functional wildlife habitat in New England, 
New York, and Pennsylvania by applying 
conservation principles and practices needed 
to support a healthy Blanding’s turtle 
population. 
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Objectives

Evaluate distribution, 
abundance, trends at 

the regional scale

Analysis
Methods

Relative 
abundance 
estimation 

using 
N-mixture 

models
(Royle 2004)

1) Quantify 
population size, 
structure, and 
trends at key sites

2) Inform rapid 
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results

Density 
estimation using 
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Loglinear models

VRA
8 X 10 minute timed 

surveys X 3 times 
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20 traps X 4 nights 
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Field 
Methods

LT
20 traps X 12 nights X 3 

seasons @ > 10 sites
(i.e., 9  X TRAs)

Nested 
design

High priority sites Random sites



2012 2013 Total
LT 10 10 13
TRA 24 47 71
VRA 12 10 22

Both VRA/TRA 16 8 22
Random 0 28 28
Total 50 82 156

0
5

10
15
20
25
30

N
um

be
r 

of
 S

ite
s

Sample Type

MA

ME

NH

NY

PA



Best Management Practices: Nest site management







Nest site creation and management

Photo Credits: George Comiskey



Photo Credits: Grassroots Wildlife Conservation
Wetland habitat management



Population management: Headstarting
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Thank you! 
Have fun at the 

symposium.?


