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Why is private land important?
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80-96% of land is privately owned
Conservation on a landscape scale must include
private lands

Many of the most urgent conservation concerns
occur on private land

Critical Wood Turtle habitat also important to
agriculture
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State, Federal, & NGO Programs
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Countless options habitat restoration
Farm Bill Programs provide SSS

Land Trusts
State Programs
USFWS Partners Program
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State, Federal, & NGO Programs

State and Federal agencies often lack the
resources to do widespread landowner

outreach, so field techs, grad students, and
NGO biologists are often “first contact”.




Must consider landowner needs...

Agricultural

Timber production
Financial asset

A home for the kids

Retire to a farming life
Cultural and family history

td




’A‘Ay grandprents énd their parets efore
%:m them broke thelr backs clearlng this land. They

nothlng. It breaks my heart to see their hard
work being deliberately undone.”
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- “Back in the 1950s my father paid the farm S
property taxes by trapping mink, muskrat, and
beaver down on the river... Now | kind of feel
_ like it’s time to give something back to the

# wildlife that helped my family keep this farm.”




Soaras: Bsil Dlillehhs: Coolns, Barhstar Gesarshles. GNESAIE DS, USDA USES. AsieGRID. IGN.



Common Reasons to Deny Access

* Financial concerns

 Misconceptions about endangered
species

e Some wary of government

* Past experience not always positive

¥ They might have something to hide

We are the outsiders!




Getting an “in”...
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“While | am looking for turtles, would you
mind if | keep an eye open for habitat

restoration opportunities that might be a good
match for your farm?”
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Odlance... WETLAND RESERVE
EASEMENT PROPOSAL
MAP REMOVED.

LANDOWNER OFFERED
$22,000 TO SET ASIDE 11
ACRES FOR RESTORATION
THROUGH FARM BILL
PROGRAM



Every property is different, what each
' landowner needs from their land is different,
and how the turtles use each property is

different. Turtle conservation is very ‘case by
B case’ and a one-size-fits-all approach does not
' always work.
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